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1 COORDINATING AGENCIES 

 

2 SHPO COORDINATION 

2.1 LETTER TO ILLINOIS SHPO 

Correspondence between USACE and SHPO occurred on Talked to IL SHPO on Feb 25, 2020. 

 

Jeffrey D. Kruchten 

Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources 

Attn: Review & Compliance/Old State Capital One Natural Resources Way Springfield, Illinois 
62702 

 

2.2 LETTER FROM ILLINOIS SHPO 
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3 THPO COORDINATION 

3.1 Letter to THPO 
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3.2 Tribal Response 

A letter will be sent to:  

Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 

Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation, Oklahoma 

Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 

Delaware Tribe of Indians 

Delaware Tribe of Indians 

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 

Forest County Potawatomi Community, Wisconsin 

Hannahville Indian Community, Michigan 

Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin 

Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

Kickapoo Tribe of Indians of the Kickapoo Reservation in Kansas 

Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 

Match-e-be-nash-she-wish Band of Potawatomi Indians of Michigan 

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 

Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi, Michigan 

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, Michigan and Indiana 

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 

Sac & Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska 

Sac & Fox Nation, Oklahoma 

Sac & Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa 

Shawnee Tribe 

The Osage Nation 

The Quapaw Tribe of Indians 

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee of Oklahoma 

 

4 PUBLIC COMMENTS  
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5 US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Marion, IL Ecological Services Office 
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5.1 Threatened and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat in the Study Area 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-13 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-14 

 

 

 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-15 

 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-16 

 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-17 

 

 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-18 

 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-19 

 

 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-20 

6 US FISH AND WILDLIFE DRAFT COORDINATION ACT REPORT 
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7 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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8 PLANNING CHARRETTE 

A full report is available upon request.  Executive summary is provided below. 
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9 PREVIOUS PUBLIC SCOPING AND OUTREACH 

2 Oakwood bottoms public meeting 3/5/2020 at Grand Tower civic center 

See sign-in sheet 

Andy presented the info regarding the past season and flooding issues (pump failures and wildlife 
damage to berms) that delayed or prevented some units from fully flooding.  (See Andy’s presentation) 

Chase Seals described the work that NWTF was doing in or near OB 

Lennie presented a brief summary of the USACE project and tree health data and conditions 

Jasen Brown described the status of the USACE OB project and timelines 

Topics discussed  

Planting the moist soils to millet or corn- a couple action items spurred from this topic.  Eichholz 
corrected the misconception of corn is better than MS. 

o Need to convert some units that has lost its timber to moist soil (8N,5, maybe others) 
 Consider this in HREP planning.  

o Need to reconstruct our current MS units so that they can be properly managed 
(drained and filled) for good moist soil production.  Currently we cannot get a tractor 
into them until July/August. 

Getting water off sooner – as soon as the season is over 

- Some say there is no need to leave water on for the spring migration because there is always 
plenty of water around at the end of the season and for the spring migration. 

Motorized access to hunting for mobility impaired hunters 

Need more bridges 

No one objected to the continuation of the refuge.  After meeting discussions lead to- People are in 
favor of the refuge and its current location.  They think it helps the hunting success.  May have to move 
the south boundary to the powerline ROW after restoration work by USACOE.  

A few discussions on the Friends of Oakwood Bottoms agreement. 

Need to make sure to include SIU, DU, NWTF, and other partners to the meeting.  We did invite DU and 
NWTF this time.  Also, Tom Neal would have attended had he known of it.   

 

3 Comments from the October 18, 2018 OB meeting at Grand Tower 

LJP 

1) Need to have moist soil units in the lower areas 
2) USFS staff and contractors need to stay out of the refuge  
3) USFS staff and contractors need to stay out of the OB during hunting season, (or at least until 

shooting time is over and get out well before sunset) 
4) Drain the units earlier instead of trying to provide habitat for the spring migration 
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5) Change OB to the south waterfowl hunting zone 
6) Why can’t mobility disabled hunters use atv’s?  They once were.  If there are complaints from 

the folks walking in, then make the rules state that the walk-in hunters can go in at 4:30 and the 
ATV hunters can go in at 5.  Can also make the rule that ATV hunters must be out by 2 pm to 
keep people from horsing around in OB. 

7) Can you make moist soil units in other areas of OB that aren’t used much by waterfowl? 
8) Can you make the hunting restriction times for the BM wetlands the same as OB?  
9) Some were concerned reducing the miles of berm would increase the difficulty accessing 

hunting spots 
10) Foot bridges across the deep ditches  

 

CD 

 Need a plan for dewatering too.  Argument was made that leaving water after duck season is 
hurting oaks.  

o My afterthoughts are, we always shoot for getting water off before green-up so not sure 
this is a valid argument.  However, maybe getting the water off sooner may get those 
units not only drained by green-up but actually allow more time for soils to dry before 
green-up.  That obviously would be a good thing.  But that is naturally a wet time of 
year, so not sure if that is realistic.  It seems it doesn’t matter if a unit is flooded or not, 
the soils are typically completely saturated from December-May.  

o  I would like to think this through some more and figure out a new dewatering schedule 
if needed.  We can always expect big migrations of mallards from Feb 15-March 15.   

 One possibility is we could pick 2 flood blocks to drain right after duck season 
and leave the others flooded (at least partially) until mid-March as normal, then 
on the second year of the 2 year rotation, switch the dry/wet blocks around at 
drain time.   

 To provide spring migration habitat, it was suggested to create more moist soil units and have 
those as the spring flooded units while all greentree is drained after duck season. 

 There was some compelling arguments to allow handicap atvs on centerline road (at a 
minimum) again… One way to  reduce walking hunter/atv hunter conflict is to allow walking 
hunters in at 430 and atv hunters could only go in after 5.   Tim said he would talk to Brendan 
about this.   

 Heard comments about the refuge 
o One person said it was good for a year or two but if we keep managing like we did last 

year, then do away with it.  Too much human disturbance, not enough water, and unit 
14 was not mowed and flooded on time 

o Most favor the refuge and see it as a good thing for the ducks and for hunting in the 
area.  One person said, even last year, he could hear thousands of ducks in the refuge 
while hunting nearby units, so even last year, it was holding ducks. 

 Comment about our people driving up and down centerline road and levees during hunting 
hours and spooking ducks while they were working into hunters.   

o We need to always try to stay out of Oakwood until the afternoon during hunting 
season. 



Draft Feasibility Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment 

OBGTR HREP 

USACE | Coordination Appendix A  A-37 

 Big Muddy Wetlands;  comment that maybe we should do the 430 to 1pm hunting, temporal 
refuge at this site as well to hold more ducks in the area.  WE have this set at oakwood and 
larue, but not for this spot in between.  Another gentleman did not agree with this because 
allowing all day hunting gives people opportunities to hunt evenings.   

 Heard favorable comments about the 430 walk-in times at Oakwood.  Said it keeps people from 
camping at the spots.   

 Everyone seemed in favor of Oakwood being back in the south zone and having the later duck 
season.   

 
 
JDD 
Not much talk about forest health. If it was it was questions about what is killing their tree at their house 
or management in the uplands. Most comments for Oakwood was about moist soils and hunting. 
 

 Manage the moist soil have better before adding more. Too many cattails and species not as 
important for ducks. 

 Utilize wet areas that hold water and have undesirable species for additional moist soil. 
 The refuge is killing you guys for trying to manage for forest health because you need to dry up 

areas for the trees and 1/3 of Oakwood is locked up in a refuge and un-huntable. You guys don’t 
need to refuge birds, there are plenty of places around to do that. Your most important 
contribution to refuge is on the migration back north. 

 Having the use of herbicides in forest management at Oakwood is a good thing with the 
sprouting that is occurring. 

 Is commercial harvesting an option in Oakwood? 
 Oakwood in the south central zone is ridiculous. Putting it back in the south zone would give you 

a couple extra weeks later to flood closer to tree dormancy 
 

ATC 

 Restated about getting water off as soon as hunting season is over 
 Working to save the tress and seedlings is a good thing 
 Get more water in Unit 6 
 Foot bridges for access across ditches 
 Use kayaks (no motors) to cross ditches and able to float along the ditches 19-21 instead of 

walking all the way down 
 Keep all contractors out during hunting season 
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4 Oakwood Bottoms Open House Announcement 

 

 


